
Science: Electrical Circuits and Components 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Glossary 

Appliance: a piece of electrical equipment used in the home. 

Battery: a number of cells connected together. 

Buzzer: a component that makes a sound when a part of a complete circuit. 

Cell: a store of chemical energy that can be converted to electrical energy 
and used as a power source. 

Circuit: a collection of components connected by wires through which elec-
tricity can flow. 

Component: a material through which an electric current can flow. 

Crocodile clip: a metal clip that is used to join electric wires to components 

Electric current: the flow of electric charge through a circuit. 

Environmental variable: a feature of the environment that changes, such 
as temperature or light. 

Insulator: a material that does not allow an electric current to pass through. 

Light-emitting diode (LED): a device with tow legs that emits light when 
part of a complete circuit.  An LED only conducts electricity in one direction. 

Motor: a component that creates movement when part of a complete circuit. 

Series circuit: a circuit that forms a loop with a single path for electric cur-
rent to take. 

Voltage: a measure of the force of an electric current, measured in volts. 


