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Causes of the war 
There were several long-term causes of the First World 
War.  
• Countries had previously made alliances because war 
seemed likely. Britain had signed a treaty to protect 
Belgium and was allied with France and Russia. 
Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy were allies.  
• Germany had an imperialist desire to conquer other 
countries. 
• Countries including Germany, France, Russia and 
Britain practised militarism, growing their armies and 
developing weaponry.  
• Nationalism was widespread in Europe, and the 
leading powers  
each believed their country was superior.  
The short-term trigger was the assassination of 
Archduke Franz  
Ferdinand by a Serbian Nationalist on 28th June 1914. 
This resulted in  
Austria-Hungary declaring war on Serbia. 

 

Causes of the war  
The Treaty of Versailles had devastated Germany. By the 
1930s, unemployment and poverty in Germany were 
widespread. Adolf Hitler became Germany’s leader in 1934 
and claimed his Nazi Party would restore German pride and 
save the economy. He then invaded the surrounding 
countries. Britain and France tried appeasement rather than 
challenging this expansion. On 1st September 1939, German 
forces invaded Poland. Britain and France declared war on 
Germany. 


