
Science 
Evolution and Inheritance  

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

  

Inheritance Living things that sexually reproduce pass on 
inherited characteristics to their offspring, such as skin 
colour and eye colour. Offspring inherit one copy of 
each gene from the female parent and one from the 
male parent. This mixing of genes means that offspring 
are unique, differing from their parents and each other. 

Variation is the natural differences in characteristics between individuals of 
the same species. There are two types of variation: continuous and 
discontinuous. Continuous variation has a range of values, such as the 
height or mass of individuals of the same species. Line graphs display 
continuous variation. Discontinuous variation has a specific number of 
outcomes, such as eye colour or blood groups. 

Natural selection is the process behind the theory of evolution. This 
process naturally selects those individuals who are better able to 
survive in their habitat, and is known as ‘survival of the fittest.’ Over 
time, positive attributes become common among a species and are 
seen as adaptations. 


