
States of Matter 

Science 

Changing State 

Materials can exist as solids, liquids or gases. Some materials 

change state when heat is added or removed. The processes 

involved in changing state are melting, freezing, evaporation 

and condensation.  

Melting and Boiling Points 

When solid water (ice) is heated to 0°C, it begins to melt. This 

is called its melting point. When liquid water is heated to 100°

C, it begins to evaporate. This is called its boiling point.  



 Glossary 

Compress— To squash something. 

 

Condensation— When a gas is cooled and changes 
into a liquid. 

 

Evaporation—When a liquid is heated and changes into a gas.  

 

Freezing—When a liquid is cooled and changes into a solid. 

 

Irreversible— Incapable of being reversed back to its previous state. 

 

Melting—When a solid is heated and changes into a 
liquid. 

 

Reversible— Capable of being reversed back to its previous state. 

 

Temperature—The measure of how cold or hot something is. 

 

Variable– An object or condition that changes during an investigation. 


