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The civil rights movement met with strong opposition. There were many people who
wanted things to stay as they were. However, gradually changes were made to give black
people more equality. The civil ights movement ended with the Fair Housing Act of 1968,
It was passed days after Martin Luther King’s assassination and prevented discrimination
in the rental and sale of housing. Black people could not be stopped from living in certain
houses or neighbourhoods on the basis of their skin colour. It was a first step towards
creating 2 more just America

VOCABULARY FOCUS

1. What does abalished mean?
2. Whatis a boycott?

3. What does the word nfluentialtell s about Marti Luther King?
4. Find and copy a word which means disagreement.

5. ‘It was a first step towards creating @ more just America’. What does just mean in this
sentence?

VIPERS QUESTIONS

The lim Crow laws enforced segregation. What are some of the rules which existed under these.
aws.

When did the Freedom Rides take place?
Where did Martin Luther King Jr give his 1 have a dream speech?.

How can we telthat the cvilrights movement faced many challenges?

Put these events n the civilrights movement inorder

Martin Luther King Jrwas kled
People gathered n Washington DC to demand change
Stavery ended.

Rosa Parks was arrested.

Lows kept black and white people apart.

Alaw gave black and white people equal access to housing.
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The Civil Rights Movement

The term civil rights’ refers to the rights a person has. These could include the right to
Vote, the right to an education or the right to certain services. The civil rights movement
is the fight that black Americans fought in the 19505 and 1960 to gain the same rights as
everyone else.

In the USA, black people used to be kept as slaves. They were treated as property with no
rights as people. Slavery was abolished in 1865. However, black Americans were still treated
as f they were lesser than white people. The USA was segregated. This meant that black
people and white people lived separately and did not have access to the same faciltes.
Black children attended different schools and their schools had less funding than white
schools. Certain jobs were reserved for white peaple and this meant that black people did
not have the same opportunities in lfe. Black people could not eat at the same restaurants,
stay in the same hotels, use the same libraries or sitin the same areas on public transport.
There were separate toilets, water fountains and parks. The south had laws to make sure
this segregation was upheld. They were called Jim Crow laws.

The struggle to end this inequality began in the 1950s. There were protests. People began
challenging the inequalities in court and beyond. In 1954, a court ruled that the schools
provided for black and white children were unequal and 5o should not be allowed. In 1955,
a black woman names Rosa Parks was arrested for sitting in a seat reserved for white people
0na bus. Her arrest was met with protests and a boycott of the buses. In 1956, the bus
‘company was forced to change its rules.

In the 19605, the movement grew. Black people staged ‘st-ins’: they sat quietly and
peacefuly in a restaurant which refused to serve them. There actions highiighted the
injustice whilst their non-violence won over supporters. In 1961, black and white people
joined forces and travelled on buses through the south. These were called the Freedom
Rides and they signalled their desire to end segregation. In 1963, 250,000 people gathered
in Washington DC to demand change. Influential civilrights leader Martin Luther King I
gave a powerful speech known as the ‘I have a drea’ speech. Sadly,

Martin Luther King Ir was assassinated in 1968, A





 




 

