
Through the Ages: How did Britain change from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age? 

Year 3 History 
 

Palaeolithic (or Old) Stone 
Age 

The Palaeolithic period was longer than 
any other time in the Stone Age and any 
other period in human history.  In Britain 
it started around 800,000 BC.  People 
were hunter-gatherers and moved around 
dependent on the food available. 

Mesolithic (or Middle) 
Stone Age 

The Mesolithic period started in Britain 
from around 10,000 BC, around the end 
of the Ice Age.  People were still hunter-
gatherers but towards the end of this 
time in the Stone Age, they began to 
learn about agriculture and farming. 

Neolithic (or New) Stone 
Age 

The Neolithic period started in Britain 
from around 4,000 BC.  People started 
to live in permanent settlements after 
farming had been introduced by people 
migrating from Europe. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glossary  
AD: ‘anno Domini’ (in the year of our Lord) - used to show a date after 
AD 1.  This counted forwards, so AD 100 is before AD 200. 

archaeologist: someone who studies artefacts from the past. 

artefact: an object made by a person that is of historical interest. 

BC: ‘Before Christ’ - used to show that a date is before the year AD 1. 
This is counted backwards, so 200 BC is before 100 BC. 

bronze: a metal alloy made by mixing metal and tin. 

Celts: a group of people who travelled from Europe and brought their iron-
working skills to Britain. 

hunter-gatherer: a person who moves from place to place in search of food; 
surviving by hunting fishing and collecting berries, fruits and seeds. 

prehistoric: from a time in the past before there were written records. 

settlement: a place where people live together in a community. 


