[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

[image: ]
	




[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]
image1.png
* s ey

Ancient India was a civilisation that covered modern-day India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.
Collectively, they were known as the Indus Valley Civilisation. It began around 2600 BCE and
continued for about 700 years. This was the first time that any humans had begun to settle
in the region. They were unique because they built their houses from bricks, had a working
drainage system and even had houses with more than one floor.

Even though the Indus Valley civilisation began to break apart in 1900 BCE, the individual
groups in the area continued to thrive. Many of the most important religions in the region
were developed during this time. The Upanishads, a group of important Hindu texts, were
written between 700 and 300 BCE.
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people reading a newspaper now to find out what had happened the day before.

This region was where Hinduism began. With it came a caste system. This gave people a
social rank based on many different things. Higher-ranked people enjoyed more power
and money, and a better life. Lower-ranked people had to work in the worst jobs, were
underpaid and treated badly. This caste system continued in modern India until 1950
when it was outlawed. Some elements of it still exist in society, though, and the Indian
government is working to remove them altogether.

VOCABULARY FOCUS

1. Find a word in the first paragraph that means “together”.

2. Find a word in the second paragraph that means “be very successful”.

3. Which word tells the reader that many ancient cities weren’t built in an orderly fashion?
4. Write a definition for “higgledy-piggledy”.

5. “Ornamental” means that something was mostly for
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For hundreds of years, cities in the region were at war with the Ancient Greeks. Alexander
the Great invaded the region now known as Pakistan somewhere around 300 BCE.

Daily life in Ancient India remains a bit of a mystery. Archaeologists haven’t found many
written texts or pictographs from the time, so it’s hard to piece them together. The cities
seem to have been well-planned. Many ancient cities sprung up chaotically as people built
their houses wherever they wanted to. That’s why lots of the oldest parts of London are so
higgledy-piggledy. Here the roads were generally straight and had drains along the edges
to deal with the deluge of rain during the wet season. Even the oldest houses seem to have
had separate rooms for going to the toilet!

Evidence has been found that children were given toys to play with. Archaeologists have
found toy carts and birds. This gives us the idea that children had at least a little time to
play. Pottery and ornamental metalwork have also been found. This shows us that people
spent some of their time doing things that they enjoyed. Many poor people in other ancient
civilisations spent most of their day working. The Indus Valley people might have been
different.
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VIPERS QUESTIONS

When were the Upanishads written?

Which religion are they linked to?

How did the Aryan’s help us to understand life at the time?

Why might people be trying to remove all elements of the caste system?

How might people’s lives in the Indus Valley have been different to those elsewhere?
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When the Aryan people arrived from Asia in 1500 BCE, they began to write things down. We
have a bit more of an idea about what life was like then. They wrote about meeting around
a fire each evening to discuss what had happened in the city. In a way, this was the same as




