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hundreds of years, it was llegal to take any tea plants or seeds out of China. If you did,

it was punishable by death! The other product that they were the first to use was silk.
According to ancient legends, it was first discovered by one of the fist emperors in his back
garden.

One of the most famous Ancient Chinese people was Sun Tzu. He lived during the Zhou
dynasty. He wrote a book called The Art Of War which gave lots of instructions on how to
be successfulin battle and inlife. Many western politicians, businesspeople and sports stars
stillread it and follow its lessons today.

RETRIEVAL FOCUS

1. When did the Ancient Chinese chvlsation finally end?
2. What was the final Chinese dynasty?

3. Which monarch was placed in charge just afer they were born?
. Which symbol have most Chinese emperors used?

5. What could you be executed for stealing in Ancient China?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
v [e————
A

Why did the early Emperors bulld the Great Wall?

What evidenceis there that Sun Tau's book might contain useful nformation?

Find and copy a synonym from the text for “aggressively”.
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‘The civilisation of Ancient China was one of the earliest on Earth. It began somewhere
around 4,000 years ago and continued until 1912 CE1 There were many different important
dynasties throughout its history. A dynasty is where a single family or group rules for 2 long
time -2 bit like in Britain with the Normans, Tudors and Stuarts. The first Chinese dynasty
was the Shang, and the last one was the Qing. In 1912, the Qing dynasty was overthrown,
and China became a republic which was no longer ruled over by a single family.

Like most ancient civilisations, China spent a lot of time at war. Sometimes this was to take
new lands, and sometimes it was to protect the land they had. One of their greatest rivals
was the Mongols. One of the most famous Mongol leaders was Genghis khan. The Mongols
and the Chinese fought for centuries. At one point, the Mongols won and took control of
China. This was the Yuan dynasty.

One of the greatest artifcial structures in China is the Great Wall of China. The first parts of
the wall were built somewhere around 600 BCE. The Ancient Chinese emperors wanted a
Way to protect themselves from enemies such as the Mongols. The wall grew over hundreds
of years to become the impressive structure that it is today. In China, the wall was usually
referred to as Changcheng, which means “long walls".

In many ancient civilisations, the ruler was chosen because of their family. This often meant
that people had to take charge when they were very young. Tutankhamun was only 9 years
old when he became pharaoh of Ancient Egypt. Mary, Queen of Scots, was only just born
when her father died, and she became queen of Scotland. China was no different. Fulin
became emperor during the Qing dynasty when he was only 5, and Puyi became the last
emperor of China when he was only 3 years old.

However old they were, emperors of China invariably used the dragon as their symbol. It
was a powerful symbol of good luck, and many modern Chinese people stil think the same.

Without Ancient China, we might not have two items that we use today. The Ancient
Chinese were the first civilisation to farm and harvest tea plants. They used the leaves
to make medicine rather than a hot beverage, but they were fiercely protective of it. For





