Is This Fair or Is This Equal?
Sometimes, people think fairness and equality are the same things. However, they are different.
You can treat someone fairly but it may not be equal. You can also treat people equally but it
may not be fair.
For example, your mum may take you and your sister to the shop. Your sister needs new shoes and
you do not. You have seen a pair of trainers that you really want. Your mum buys new shoes for
your sister and you start saying to your mum that it is not fair and you want to be treated equally.
However, fairness is about treating someone in a way that helps give them what they need.
Equality is about treating two or more people in exactly the same way, regardless of what they
need as individuals.
Read through each scenario and decide whether you think it is fair or equal.
Martha and some of her friends have started talking in class and they keep talking over the
teacher. They are not listening and it is distracting the whole class.

The teacher decides that the whole class needs to stay in at lunchtime and write out the
classroom rules.
Is this an example of being fair or being equal?
Please explain your answer.
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Is This Fair or Is This Equal?
Samuel is a quiet young person who doesn’t put his hand up very often in class and doesn’t
volunteer for speaking parts in the end of year play.
Jessica is confident and she attends drama classes. She enjoys putting her hand up in class
and answering questions. Jessica was one of the narrators in last year’s play.
The class teacher has to decide who is going to have each part in the play. She decides to cast
Samuel as a narrator so that he gets the opportunity to stand up and speak in front of others.
Jessica is asked to be in the choir because she has a lovely singing voice.
Is this an example of being fair or being equal?
Please explain your answer.
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Is This Fair or Is This Equal?
Kai’s dad runs the local football team. Every week he has to decide who will be the ‘Player
of the Match’ and will be able to take home a trophy to show their family.
Kai’s dad always gives the trophy to the other players and doesn’t give it to Kai.
Kai’s dad doesn’t choose his son because he is trying to show the other players that he is
fair to them. The other players think Kai is really good and they don’t understand why Kai
never gets the trophy.
Is this an example of being fair or being equal?
Please explain your answer.









How could Kai’s dad make the situation fair?




How could he make it equal?
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